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em JIlY' om initi..........._. J3 age I baTe iJr.;erea1;eQ.
technical thi ~~:c:t:1.r!. e I went to t he ~_... ~,--~~
elect r otechDi.cal ICI~~ - . , Bavaria. In 1
liceDaed elect~".l..II;n g,..--......... "'""" ellenprii.t'w1g) . I ra~UIIIIQ
maater until I AG.o.~••",hr.

I al..~a t
because of llV grf.~~~~

• .& t'r1end
e the f

oldier ' s 11fe. I ~.~r-::.ed

t1lli out a cpCG lo..J. lJ~lIJ..l::"C

told · dia t eJ3 t
pl qred candidate.

I
fatber
C8.1Tied
aa 11. tel" t
,. th I ahand
hearta deaire ot

nt furtber t



•

:::;,r cauradea tot i
ntha were aper c; in t rid1.a&
horaea. In Ap °1 at t he t oJ.o.
er e alao tau t dri"" hm_&,.

da'j's still used M~r-&tI~trsll'll

.au'~n uver s ,
ssure of the

HC I

o
t ht:
uuril

T

wa occupied with
DOt onJ.y to fall °

ar and tmifom
had. ll10re drill

f ormat i on. By t a.
roCCQ, who report
apare tiz.1e WBII gi
passes were e;ive

though this wa.a
. u it. Great eDl!pbll.&:...

fiel d cap, and soc
out for iDapecti

iU'ter six IDOitn.l:a
apect i on on the
neuver s we eng
t r aining. Everj'
order drill and t

view taken b.T

In Nov her, 19 '
t talion. in J.:unic

or in the •
ng :rear we r

t of the ai
bic 1ea . 'i'he •

naeJ,y, t
t bia period of t ,.nLI.JI,.l,.L,..

TOP

.Jl1nk r _"
oM C In,::"
Ii t.L° ..11-



5i [;110.-1 bah
. in e c:u 1 s tre

. t lephone p1Ltoo ,
ftcr 1928 t' t c

";.:nings . In 1950
r .....Uio in:n. 1

.ot.oz- po ol

ET

: s: hone course I
- recei ved techni
~ proc edur e . ,ie

e put radio se ts
,t i n purposeJ,y.

n t h the rapid ~~F~'-:

z-ocei stuqy. '..'hi s
""r ' e d out in

assi c:;n.ed.
_' ' r ed to take

•••e tilne in the eve ..i ~ .

•• - .l.i t..:.tion conti ed ~ _
... ovis i on was ... .de :.1 0::

- 3

- _ rined th:~t it
e':'ved trr...inine

TOP SEC E

control
During t

pl<:.toon. _
struct i
the tr'<U.' ,.,~ ;~

t <..ined c.z:.::..o,;-:c

icatior.s
statioDS ,
through
Each wee '
quality ...t
otherilis e
bis overni.
and r ddi o c
pilYsi que.



•

ETP SECT

t or

...9 / T
Q 0
~

...-.,
~ ~- 1alizedr.n
r.n Q possi ble fCfr
1-u 2-
~ >-.
Q .....

';:
a

...t::.....
:3

oc<



•

in ew~luatio

l ot t i ng, an
rJ frui t ful .

me ss ages
_vers o

T

six mont h
:"ed , beca . reu......~'~

_ e but 150 c onside
~ es , the sel ection

........::lI........:..'-'..:.-."'tea wer e ~v:. °labl e ,
- .. er vms erlr ri
enliatLlent the long ,

~~.~.~ bout 2 or 3 ~en to ~ C~_~IU

-nt , as t hi s ..:.s t h n her err
vln C~ l e t d t heir 12

st 7 or y e... se
servic e . ':'here 7ere

- s i gn:J-l c axpa xv. 0

t by allY means
_ r :l'onJied a serge

_rivil egea .

(

Eac •
one in -.
at i on 0 • •

course
t aken



•

""J
ITTOP S C

kcession t o
lives. R.eml:lTe'c'

Ge llY' c.iuring -
:e n evezyday li.

- rof es s i on , · the aoc~~__ ~_

hing different _.
habi t ua l fe~ture

ve r uai nt a i ned i
. tion of the

...eoer al von Seeckt , •
-her ei n an inst e--'
• . tieal @.arrels.
c ~ ej polltied ac-:.
o. i c er . In the offi e
De " , ~ the soldie ,

t hing but sil.!.lple r •
· oyed the f uvor of ~

rea ~ aed th;;.t these
baai..I5 of its own p
gre t ex.<:u!'le of 1 .
Ge to to.ke authori v
to the last s ol dier. ,",,_'""e"

t . tbf ully a CQJIlWIi re
au;.G"I~' ty, oder-ate .... eJ;U.L e;;.we:~"" LO.. io.L OI}O..1~

. tions of the Ge

TOP E

EveIy apr!
daiJ.y prob

cept stationa .
. 0 or wire,
a of interc e:t: "



ea.

T

TOP SECRET

T

tint 01a.lldelllUJ:..
offered to ~~'lAI!I 'i

b1. oareer .
aroused .
doubt aa •
le•• eXBJIp JlM
oorp , OD •

• hip of t
likewise W1.j"'~~

worat exc
diaoi pline
a180 f'oate.

on



OP SECRE

In 19:
s tation
meters e1
one of lJ:

especi
L1B.ir.ed 1.."p -

inc c ...."r:--,,.....

.-.5)

Q 0
~
~

~ ~-crJ
crJ-e
...J
U
;;.,;: CQ ';:

0
..s:::
'5
-e



- 1

1.0ribe rv

-
t:. 1EG

T

TOP

.t thi..
r _or e e

i
of
r



ECTOP

Par encip UlC" ;-~.

and tar
me••ages

the b_sic
tched s oc i, :: c •

f or the ..or' of. -O

1.tea J Our 1lIJl"rI~ ;;".J" =-
on the ce __-...rl'-

tercept p'... o.uo........

problelll at
Telephone
aDi plat o

.- .....-uece
t to ~



TOP SECRET

ent lj" in
of' u ttl06t
ther, bec

the s evere
. na t ed s t at e .

T

I JllWJt r c
abandoned
suaded iae not -
i n IllY s ervice ':"'.! ~!=-::.

civilian ce

a E'r oo I:t1
of' the Reich8'lll1! ::~

J:lont hs a t t he
either in t ee
'.i'he choice
vice. ~'he purpose
in hic h s ol ' e .
the f'l<ilure or
'.i'hen I us t r
technic ..tl eup • •
Sc hool a t Hal: • 
never to hol
si r;nment m.s '••
peopl e . Thos e
sed the recpir=-..z::",.
I1 nd re, ho I

'l'he tti t ude or ..
I rec!.Ueuted t he
Fi~l~ I r es __
firs t c1.l.3sJ

t lay behi
Luf't':r f'f'e ~o:' -
dieTfS who hac.
' That t he ill.
done as t'.fl>i
.L' r ainiI1f; C\.L.I~l'"

Chief or t he Per-so
son.:.J.J,y. . 1;_,.... i·....-.-
bez'o t he



I

IAltoh borde
due to the be

, with few exc~_n ,"-,l '-:-

. -Stelle took
to their f anciful

who had favored
CQIIIrtli.des , a siJ.ailar VOlrllll'e

reaults had bee
1938 before the occupati

OP

1



I

TOP SSQ8EI

(

straightened itself out r;ra.duc.1J,y in the course of years. The op:uuon
c onJ,y voiced that t he SIS would have done bett er i n civilian

clothe s. 'l.'his IJUSt be contradicted. For 'o'ri th such umronn consciwa
pe op l e a t the top, the SIS in civilia n c l ot hes wou l d have had a s t i ll
har der tiJ:1.e wiw .ine its place in the sun. In I1\Y opinion the f au l t lay
with the i nsufficient technical trainiIl[:; of th~ 'officers in t he signal
corps a s a ..mole. In gen er al the erroneous theoxy was held t ha t t he
officer in the oir:;nal corps rr:u.st not burden his xnind. ,'Ii. th detail a , blt
by ' ntai ning c... gener a l pi c ture of what iii goi ng on, he nru.at under
stand how to &Lve or ders. Her e he in a t a disudvanta ge vii. th resp e c t to
hilil nonca:na and enlisted per-aonneL, who a t lea st have been t aught to
use the set thP.y were a s s i gned ; not to speak of t r affi c and evaluat i on
spe c i alililts , the thorough-toine ezper-ta in their fie l d , who could p lil
so JI1UCh raor-e au t horitat i ve j udgement on thinr;s. 4 further conaeqienc e
of having non-tec:hnicCil me n handle the results of wor k by technic lJ,y
trained men , Vitia t hat Rel;ular ~ Offic er:;; of the f J,ying units and
t he flak looked upon the . r Signal Officer Corp as ec ond r at e . The
problec of of fice rs was particular~ acu t e i n our field. The lilignal
corps of Wor l d War I wa ve xy amall , and, i n ad.di t i on technical~ s'.IpCr
ennuated, During the period of t he e s t ublis e nt and exp...nsion of t he
Luftwaffe y oung officerlil tec hnic(llly tr;.d ne d in signal c . c ation
\ ere i nlilufficient in rn.uaber t o r..e e t officer re<pir ClJlen ts. nccording),y
ve t er an of f icers of the ann of t he ervice wer-e l' u t throu a f oor
weeD refres her c ours e in the signz.]. chool a t Hall e , and then sa-

i gne d a s s i gnal officers • .hccor Ui ng t o their gra de they ere giv n
corresponding j ob . n this way the yamger of ficen were depr i ved of
t he op,:l or tuni 't'J of act ive r esponsibility in t he devel ent of the
grcWli ~dr Si gtltll Corps , because t he old officer turned 11 their
attention to t he one t hine t hey knew s auethinE a b ou t , uduiniatr:.tion.
So the S:}'01'I't h of the . .ir ::5 iDl..1 l Corps ~ s .... pi tche d b ttle not or.J,y

. th Oltsid.er~ I who had no not i on of its va Lue , blt be e en the junior
gr de a , Iith their flenbili ty , youth, nd ' ntereat in t hinE;a tech
nic 1, WlU the obfusl,,-itioni t p olicie of t he i r auperi or • I c ould
<!-lote a t hOls nd inst :on:::e li of this Olt of I1\Y own ar experience .

dutie in t he eV.l1u...t i on aec t i on per-
ork . "J firs t c oncern l..1.ICh more t he t he

intercept ~ D/F Iit....ti on • I ...aster erLe
rr;y j ob ....8.l...e the __0 . f :t'icult by the i Ulor
of lic el • In t hi oeriod the SIS & tt_lion ~

~e. For t he n; t tL.e in the ..iIS I i ntr ced t/ c
oper t1 on V... for ca.uuni~tion. I e lf evolTed the proc
nd c rJPt ogr ne uae . n thili sya tter t he chief a1 1 t4-

ticer, a eci lia t i n 10" li Olt retuae to t
ahaul ant r 0 CQ C ti 1n WI' og;.....nu

t he 1 oc tion of tre<!-leu: ' ea C 11 i
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At'ter the outbreak of war :w:ttflotte 3 waa trB.Xl8ferred f'r<:m
JluDich to Roth Dear Nurnberg, where 'I-Leit 3 followed. Although m:1
proper atatton ..... in 'if-Leit 3, I apent a lot of time on tripa. In
thoae da;ya our Ground Obaerver Service reported eDeIIV flight. ever:!
da,y a1oJ:I& tbe Rhine frontier. kcording to ~ ~ of thinkiD& tbeae
:f'1&btera muat have been controlled fran the ground, sa cur Ge11ll8D
1'1&btera which bad a radio telephone aet on board tbs plane. Tbe
C.O. •a of' the intercept ccmpaniea whoae job it waa to oover t he
f'li&bta did not trouble their braina about tbia matter. !l1 atudiriD&
an almanac on P'reDCh aircraft I found out what kind of I'adi.oa they
uaed, tbeir :f'recpency range, and their antenna perfonnaDCe, aDd I
brought it about that a team of linguiat BIT operatora were aeDt to
the Rhine with the proper ecpipnent. After a abort Ii h the firat
traf't'ic w_ picked up. laa had been fore.een the FreDCh fighter pilcrta
talked a great deal, '-'J1d onen to no purpoae. litter thia aucc eaa PIT
te were aet up in conjunction with fighter control atiJ.tioDA,
paaaed on the FrellCh fighter talk to the control atationa. In t
w8i1 a mJmber of air victoriea ere L:ilde posaible, and the SIS
alJ,y became a valued auxiliarJ' of fiehter control.

Tranafer to Orb In Iiav=ber 1939 W:f'tflotte 3 as tranaferred to Orb Dear
Frankfurt. Whil e all the other a ff and unita of the wttflotto aet
th81..selvoa up in fine cparte:::3, were madl.. to live in oot hrcXJ::A
Thia s habb'J' trea ent ia indicative of the 11 standine we .... ~ nur--'
"l t hough we had lre ct" sa ..e consi de r able ac hi.ev ,ent . to our c
But t he SIS long . . ned i n the a of the noJ1-tact i c..l.l offi c era

auperfl . ty , due to t he z:od 'tY of rea ona i ble IS 01'f'ic era,
t he atrict aecurity, which de it' ossible t o 0 ~~ "politic....l ..
c r;ni f or our wor k •
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For t he schoo l ' s site I pr-oposed I.rv ol d intercep t s t a t i on in
Ockine;. '.i' he b.ri. ldinC had to ' t aken over wi t hou t furnishincs or

e cpi.pnent. Than;::s to er-aonaL contacts ::L had. ri. t h the I succ ee de d
i n getting it pr oper ly s e t up in a s hort tiJCJ.e . I char-ge Ii. th t he

. rec t i on of t he ec 0001. For ~ at .ff I had one ci'lilian technical ad
viser a nd three ser-geantis , Af t er c lasses re hall to prepare ~ll t ile
I;:B.t eri:.l "or our progr.an of s tudy , Fr<1i the verJ beginrrin I fav or e d
the p.r i nc i p l e 0 te '.c hin£ no t he ory , but . ntroducin t he men to the
i nstruction b'J e ns of pr'.ctic 1 ;ork, or t ::is pu .os e e et up
t he :' ozuer i ntercep t roCE. again . Intercepte d. L.ateri~l t o be eveL -
ted by the intercept oper tor hiose l f .

...t this t iJ!le our bat t e,l i on c ocaaander- was relieved. His successor ,
f'onner Jjy" head of t he Chi- Stelle i n rlin, brought ne 7 blood i nt o the
or anization . Leit s t elle and. batt alion were brought under one cem
mand . Thili canbi ning of oper a t i ons nd a - ni nis t r llt i on showed good re-
ult s immedia t e Jjy" . I nc pahLe c OOlpaIV of fic ers wer e relieve d , and. a

steacw s t ream of n per s onnel «nd equip:!lent enrd.c he d t he b tt i on.
Now carole t he prob l em of t r Lni.n t his per-aonneL, I proposed to in
stitut e c ours es f or i nt ercept a nd DIF operators, and a lao for dl u -
a t or s . t er t he t t a l i on ca. lander was won over to t his i de , he
had to sell it t o the re . -ent a l con..a nde r , who i n turn had t o secure
the pen:li.s s i on of the Chief Signal Off i c er. After Lx u orrt ] of t hi:o
s ort of de J.u.J the courses rere fi ll,y s t arted .
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fut sarce it took on];:{ a f ew hours to teach t hem that they re 1J3 did
not know arvt hing y et , most of thew soon became ent hus i tic. They
went t hroudl exn.ct :I3 the SUI:le corrse c.s the Iil ol diers bef ore t . bey
had t o l earn the c ode , were put on t he seta , und ass igned t o work on
evaluat i on . Sa e of t hese of' r 'Lc er-s l~ter on did extr eI:leJjy well i n the
IS •

In January , 194-1 I was o ven c onaand of W- 13 in Oberhuching ne ar
,lW1ic h , i n addi t i on to 1lW duties as c hief of the Si gnal I nt elligence
School at SOcl:ing. Here I&..::' a ::. ri ning eXDOllpl e of how muc h an offic er
thorou Eh],y incapable in Signal Corps wcrk as weI : as adiuinistrative
func t ions c ould ruin a good unit . ' /- 13 , whic h I remembered as a good

. goal intelligence s t u tion, had lost all s i enific a m e due to bad
l e aders hip. I had no op or tuni ty to Lnt.r oduc e aJt{ very radic 1 refo11D.8
i nto this st:.l.t i on, as I was i n c cranand f or ab out t hree weeka only. lht
I did t he be s t I c ould t o bring t he moribund or-garu aatd.on back on ita
feet , frau t he p oint of view of s oldiering t Le t . :t that ti.me -13
was engaged in covering I t a Jjy and French t r aff i c in .>fric a.

, -
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er being held i n southe r n Genumv over six months, and on t hia
account missed the French c <:mpaien, I was r eueubered llO'f l t t the
evaluation of traffic in the 'iil.. s t waa b ecoming mor-e and more imp ortant
due to the paIpeb'l,e growth of the lUF. Several stat.!.on ca..l.w.ndera had
tried their hand a t the post Iithout much success. So in : ..arch 194J.
I was given c an:ua.nU of t he Chi-~telle des Ob. cl.L. , Referat B, in
m eres sur Oise , about ei£ht en ud Lea north we t of Paria . Thi in
cluded a c cmparv c cu......niler's job, as i n t he ne ighboring vill ge of
lioi sy , t here u.s a large 'ntercept plCit oon. .y miasi on aa chief ot
the Chi-Stelle as to check t he s ir;nal i ntelligence obt<dne ~ the
LuftTiaffe agt..in&t t hat cullec. by t he •.n:tf and 1; vy, and c a:iliine t
:11ao to furni h t he three ' - Lei tatellen, . ch Jr ke on the eat,
wi t h intelligible dirtc tive j to revise t he !l.nt l =!,uat ed orb.
t hoa... of t he :tef er tj ~J~ fin.:.. lJ.y to begin t he e v u tio of
ional .rids , utter J.y neLlecte c. by t he Referat up t o thia t' • In
w.tion there were confer e nc e . th the :.e i c p oe t on the l;Atter or
specdeL ob er-v,....tior.s in t he band, ':'here ' ere lao . tiac..1
ope r:..tiQlU>.l .. ni t , <.Lt i ve ;;,1.:) prob'I occ iOLe 1u t tact
that UU'tflotte 2 had ep~te frau · ru.a la , the • et er t t o
cure or t heir OUt-lot ".;i.o re.- .ini 0 the ::::b<. ..el C t
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Up to this
to

1. survey of the c ha nge in the eneiqy situa.tion wi t hin a oven period
of t iI:le;

2. To provide evideme of the extent to hic h the oper.J.tional c a:s..&lI1u.
staffa depe nded on the worl: of the SIS.

e~rience derived fr t his service would serve to improve the t
tical oper tion of the SIS. In [,"Cneral thi.s function s hw l d have in
clude d clarifYi ng Clllestions of interest to operations and intelligence
at beadCFarters , notifYine the General Staff of indicated events,
guarding gainst surprises by the ene::v, and ke epi ng the out-st atior.s
post ed on all ne\{ devel opaent s , new questions, nd the like, which the
Chi-Stelle in a position to do on acc ourrt of the quant i ty of a t eriaJ.
that passed through its hands. Of all these thi , not one d been
thought of. I started by reor nizing the "{hol e e l uat i on proce
the ground up. ~hen I introduced the first IilonthJ¥ reports ever
wt by the:Wi ffe SIS. I insisted frOlll the bezi,lming that our
ahou Ld be condensed into an intelligence report to be publishe t
Le tome a mont h, in order to achieve the following:
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oClIlpetent to pass judgement on the quality of their effort. thcu I
was no master at their business either, I had done enough of it duri
Ilff 1>XfI13 service to fom a knowledgeable opinion. So these genU en en
gaged in the black arts of cIyptana~sis had a hard tiIo.e gettill& around
me in their attempts to shroud their practises in midnieht secrecy; f or
it aoon beccme apparent to me that the motive be:.dnd their splendid
isolation was contained in u passion for drink- and. l ooae_wanen. the
intercept station thnt picked up too me-aages worked on wa s et up in a
suburb of Paris, where they theillselves had orgonized slXJ:l3 splendid lod
&ings, they hesitated to ca:le out to the country with me on the [;;I:'C1lJld.u
that they could work well onJ¥ when they were together 'with their inter
cept platoon. So I transferred this intercept platoon out to J!V cem
pa:qy ; and aft er bein~ told th.:'~t such a change of locE.Ltion could not
fail to injure reception, carried out the reception test personal~,

wi th great success, and there1J'J forced the cIyptaJl.:1J..ysis platoon to ccme
under 1i¥ iImlem at e supervision. It wos aoon evident t hat de spi te the
personal difficulties arising out of this I:lDVe J the crJP~8t. put
cut a much hir,her grade of perf ozuance after bein f orced to live a eJP
sible life; and at the Se e tine the Chi-St 'lle c culd £i.ve the:Ja vull.LiJ.ble
hints for their work,
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Ia aou'bllera GemaIr t he .&tr1o&
.. iatrdmD&- The bat t l e &laiMt Ruuia .. p'I'8'I~'"

dar tbeH cu-o-ataa::ea ear Bl ab 0 batobe4 _. ,laM. AJIlnw.....
..... &IIIl HU lar witb1A the 1'811IP of Gel'JUA 0 at . Durill&

bI 0 ..... fit an u.peotioa ~ 001. Goam..ch , at tbat '"- oblet :rati
'et.t~tr .r the Wftntte S1pal Oorpa, he eak d e hoIr I fQo1... a

m.aoe erpzdzat:1_ ...1A tala exteDded rest. . , ao poor ];r
-.iteel a1 0 oati l.t appeared that t .... aD 11lt t1
et 'b:d.1tiq up a c~1l't tion of a1pl1Jltelliaeme 1 tallati
tbU area. Thea. plAna were further bobt ered q, auao aa a over
JMD t_ II0Il'tba , when the bo1aeat p oaaib1lit iea a.eaed t 11. t
T1cter1 Ge%man ADd... 1Jl t he Oaue uua aa U sa in the .If'r1c
Deaert. I qp1a1ned t o the co1olJel that moat 1mporta t job abA;Mli
be the olar1t,y1q ot t he orp nisationa iA tala area, aa
tbia t tiOD .... nee a8%7 t or aubatant1al oovere. ct t he tactical
tratt1c . I drew up wr1tten plana tar a .1 1Jltellllenoe &&ti
1m tbe SCIl1t beaat, wtd.ch re8ulted in JIV t ter to bella,

it that JIV work in the Obi-St lie Refe t B c Clll:ple
be carried 0 ~ another otf'1c er .

IA be I f ound & wiT ca:a:p&JV' wb1ch
no .earlier, but wbich had bee aupertl
t be.. OOUDtrielil, aDd to be d1.aolved. i

ct-the Ohi-5t elle , and I charged wit tti it 1A ter
other taalal. atur~, .-Leit 4, t he orip,naJ. pa.rellt unit , bad taken
out all the oed operat ora and evaluat ora , t d t to
other or tbeir S.I. cClllp8niea bef ore turn1 oyer t. I put t
to intercept the knaIrn d1t err f'reepeuciea Qi q. ~t it
.... aoon evident that not ~ waa the t at . ot t r aini of' po

l 1Aadecpate, rot t he technioal aet-up waa baa1 umaatUt ec
tor tbo taU 1pd. retore I reepeated te~ the ertlet:!L...
of a rbcwbio antenna 1aatallation.
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The conatruct i on laated a full nine t:lontha, and gave me no end at
trouble and iXTit ation. I must s t a t e in full bit t erness that the Ger
man co truetion engineera were . in IllalV reapects the i ~ntica.l breed
aa the Greeo t ha t wor ked for them. 'l'he Greek laborer sa a speoi al
proble:m all 't:u himaelf. The Gennan management, sor~ decried, Dever
8UCceeded in .tting the Greeka to do even an appro:x:imation of the
amount ot work wbich had lone been recpi red a duty for every Ge
at bane , as 10 as he was not i n unifonn. Where8.11 Germana 1Jl aM. out
of the Reich worked UDder strict mi nimum specifioations, no Greeka
could be held to a job. The Genuan occupat i on a.uthorities in Greece
thought of t hemselves aa guesta, and i n a conflict wouJ.d be harder on
their c ountr,rmen than on the natives. And the tr.lJ18planted orientala"
naturalJjy knew how to work this idiotic pollcy to good advantage.

Living conditiona for Gel'lIl£lJ1 ...oldiers in Greece were the wont at
aI\Y Anqy of Occupation in JSurope . Before the war Greec e depended mare
t han allY' other countr,y on import.. .as this ceased with the occupation,
r>ric e imreased eno:nnouil~; and onJv 't:u an establial nt of t he black

. market on an official baai. was a breakdown of the countr,r r s eco
life averted. But sime the occupying imqy wa.tiJ paid in terms at Ge
i.nIrr rates, this meant that a captain, for e le, could 'bl\Y juat ODe
package of cigarettes, or a couple of orant;es, . t h h18 baae p~••
itnd since in addition aupplies fran the Reich '!ere orten interrupted
by transportation difficulties and the rapidJ3 increasi guerilla 8(>00

ti..,1ty in the Ball-.ana, and were gentJrulJ.y inau.f:ficient when they
rived, the troops bad to su:ffer; because out of ex gerated c i~

ation for the Greek population, it was f or bi dden to procure s upple
U1entcuy food stuffs. The food shortage ong Ge un troops one
aerioua. Natura~ these unhealth:l3 conditiona ere to order f
the encouraee er.t of dishonest practic e • rv Ge soldie r
would have l ed 11 respect bl e life at , fell ~ t h ai under
tbis situation; ....nd I force d to sacrifice 1ll.8Jtf workil1& t o
the investi ati on of such cues, whic h I would r ather ~w
to better e

• e brao , whic h
e h could DOt be

'-A.n I1& Conditiona
of German Soldiera
in Greece
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aeccmd Ylorry the cIYPtana.~sia pl tOOD I bad lmOlUrh't
nierea for which the large quanti t'J of ,enciphered tra.ffic pr0-

vided an abmdance of interesting tasks. In those d:rJII r or
eaaat,-ea of new types had been intercepted ~ -1.3 i n Ober bAcbillL

which covered Africa. 'i'heae u e saaees oriOn.J.t ed f'ra:l a new s ~ net
in central M'rica. Part of these were simple codes , and the re t 1'0
in four-figure code. Since .•thens was so IIDlch nearer the source of tbi
traffic, I' ecli a.te~ put a few sets on it, while t he cryp~ ta
fii}.1red out the code book i n short order. 'i'he raeasage cOlltained i»-
f tion of all aircraft iaovenenta free Tal::oradi- .Acc r a 'trf we:y of
lihartOUlil to the Es.;rptian front. Later, after cracki t he four- .I. .I.' j~...
meaaa.gea we could even give infonnation as to the t-tpe of each i ' vid
~l plane broueht up via the supp~ line. Also the s tate of rea ' nea
of airfields, their requirements, and req).lef'ts and recpis i t i onB 1::y
the repair org<.J.nizations were a lao known to us. Th:..·ou £h this euns it
became incre.:J.sinW clear, fi!'~t to t he speca liot s si gned to t hi s
traff~~ and l ater to the Ger...a n .•-2, t h e noruious q).lunt i ties 0 per
sonnl!rj,nd e q).li puent Ylhich ;/oulJ be thrOY/ll e inst us if the dvame
into t he l;ile V<>.lley should f ail•

•_2 coul J. be appr oac hed on this 3ub j ect, '" they neve r ce ed bl!:i
impressed b'J the enenu' s IUU t e r i 1; on the other ' ind a t t hlt t' e it
\f' not y e t poas ab 'Le for t he i 01<.1 I nt e l l ieen..: cier ·r.ice t o t qy
where r1. th ~ .-3 , . 3 t his of f i c e Wo. ~till cCEplete~ bemus ed 1:rJ our awn
succ ea es in 0.1', .$ , -tnc,. the c ons ' der- hI e turnout of Ger...... production .
liot until Lter ye-rs , when t il had nothin l ef t t o "throw into tio

nd Ger. .lin vic t or i es had r-ec ede d into a u unl ' .elv· p t , did • - 3 c
out of its shell ~ seek 0 est abli s l . c omec t i o . \ i th WI - Mnit
waa ""lre<.ct' too . te and none 01' the oppor-tuni, tie ed up d over
r ecur.
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-::» training 01' interce:!,)t pe r s onne l , etc. In t hi s way I sraduall y suc 
c e ede d in increasin.s the <1aily ~anti ty of' . .ess Se s i nt ercept ed t o
a sufficient extent th~t th~ c I"'J!>t anaJvrs t s begs n to see s p os-
sibil!'t'J of success in their work,

ECRETOP

•'ext J: W'ldert z t o:.>erat.:.o
• One of' 't ' .e _e e overeu ~

further cour-ce of intellice nce f or t he ev",lu t io .. sec ta on 11' he
distributi on (7Olp S i n t he pre ,ol e of eve!'.... ...ess -Le . 'j,'he.f ere ve: .
skill fulJy put to<..eth~r , i t is t me , but they c ould be re ud ri th t he
help of t he decode u t erl • •\lrl 'the i r seuli - ul1TO.lbl ch n e did not Iter
this fact . 'l he di r-Lbut Lon Jou:)s wer -e , 1 U'e .t heLp to opero.Jo tio 1
i ntelliL:enc e . :1 .5 CI"'J.Pt ..:. l y s i s . . the t: . ro i !,he in~ of the fa.:.r
fi[Ure . ea s l..:e bee .e r.ore CQ __ lie lt e f rC11 or. .reek to the next they
pr-ovi.ded t ' .e of br-e tin,: i nto the text . :. 2i lie s t e:.r 1 e it po -
s ibl e to .coJ'li ze _I t e r a t i ons i n t he c hain of CQ.:l .00 , tr.J.nsfer of
uni t s , . -.;he~fore t he i nte opel' •ti o. of tl e e v » i n v ...r-J I...ood
t e .. ': ,en 't e l 'OU fi ....ure c oae clum:.e _ I it w e no 10nL-er poe-
i b l e t o re -d -.;I e t ext , our _ r ..t i on 1 ev Lu tdo., ..ueh indebted
o t h e...../' s c ontn.raied u se of ";' . ':':.-;;:-ilY.. 'tion J ouP

Finally in December- 19 ' the code was cr e ked , ,,-,y en i f no iI. :e cli rte
v lue c ould be deriv ed f r a.l t he dl r e c.Uy three Tee 01 _.e ... [es whic h
h ' " been decapher-ed ; t he eneuy ' s ent i re O'Ql1l a. or0 -ni z .t· on c ould
Le r nc <i• ..nd t his s ecured o J, found",tion f or t he Thol e ev« l u tion 1Tor1:
for ye -:.rs to ca:.e.

~he first ttempt s f J..e <1. After a xe« ree ks of' no succe s s t all
t hey expLiried to me t h . 1e c ode could not be c racked . I3'J few fO rda

of encouragemerrt and c o. tt l· 'lor~in: \ Ii til t he . LJ I w a .lb l e to give
t heir ent husi,' 31!l for t he ....>rk a f'r-esh start . ->£ and a a in I held up
to their :iLlaginat i on \ '/1 a t succ ess i t wou Ld be :Oor r a.ili.o i n t _ lli~rx:e

if this code c ou l d be cr- .cked., Unf or t wwt e ly I . e down Ii. t h j . ce
just Inen I was mos t 0 ::J needed; ~ t he :.urs t,-~l re fua ed to send
_ n to t ake rrv Illace J I I:l S c m pe l l e to run the ccrap »r fr 8i k
bed. ?he or~y tri cer I lu: <1 av' ' l ao l e W IS en~a£e<1 i. supervi~in

i n t e rcept platoon t hirty kil ouete r s tos ,
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',i'iri : (; ..ioll th~~ ·. ; or~: v: _~ i n l) ~"'o .:;-- e s s · .:i ~:t er s e t Lr., Si~ e our
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:' .c e t} ,:::" ~ t1 ~ ~ :e r.ec es s i, t:, o;' .! ·~ • •~!l~ j ..or e l~ e:' : _ l- - . .errt ~:u.....rter ....) f or qJ'

'L.!.i ".:• •.· ~ ~ i cie ::; vhe c:a ,l::L:V h....... :;:'0',-,•• :" :.lc:h t oo l .r ;.;e f or t he Pl--iJ.U. tive
_....__::.'1:. f.::: ::. .~ '; ; t: occ ip i cd , ::;' 0 .. l; 1:.00; : CYe-r .- ui ;..: of:~:i.c e buildin~ in the

c er.t e ;: oi ' r ne c ::' -.:: - o:~ ..t l~ (; ,'.:; . e r-e :: _ .:;t l.U" ev.lu" t i on secti on had
h _n .-: a .1C :...n•. c:a.. :::·o:vt ..: ,l e ro :,: . ~; ;;0 :0 ::" , : a n•.e c ould now ,K:c e l e r ;Lt e tile
cr , . c;:in~ of t he :~o~::" - ::'i ~ ).lre . ,(;S ;' '<.-c::; -: 0 cuc h ' e:d; ent th ot L!OS t of
't he:.. c ou I u 1)(; i-e .. -':' :r t f; ;" ti·!l'I'; (; 0 ;:' ': '0 ': 1' tl,,:r s •. t the: hci ;..:ht of t hi s
',';or~ ~ i·.~ '!:; Lrrt e rc e.. · t c ,~· ::.i :: ~o ~eVCH rulli~.:·e c. ! .e a ..; ~ ~e ~ ll _.i l : r• rJ.'t .. { ,- con
t ...:. i r.E: L:. - .!1 ,· r.u r.·l :-c c 0-:'" i nt:::'c ::t i ore: of ~ne: . 0- o:::cr, ~tion ll :!.H-eIJ ' or :... tionz,
ene,..~," st~en ~-th rc tur ns , nev. 3r~~l: _ ~ I:; ~ :t :.; , t:-:"'e ~ 0:- .Lrc rv. r't , ZUh~".E1rine

IU lLe Ol: t :.. , e tc ,
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se ,re i: "•• - ..i t o ' ..e ~ o.. _ (;..... '.: _ .'0 _ -cr .: ': 'i e .:!.i r:il h ~ no";. y t;7, oel:n he. ro.
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tine I s ent :::.n IV? D,/:;'" te:lr.1 to . ..fric,.'. .011 a uili. t LonaL DIp d .s sion to
the .;..i YlU Oaai,s ili d not ccrae ab ou t , t 'or the . .fri l:a Kcrps had ·llre ;:,.dy
be Lu n its r-etr-e .vt• ..~; ~ 11 t o orin.:: i,\;'" !JLl.tOOl: L :....cl: to Gr e ec e because
of the u nf'or-tunrte de ve Lcj r. e rrta in t he lailit ::'!"J sdtu.rtl on , I set them
on . t , }':'l'n.'l S SUS , 12:;.0 i .•e ter:> hi Ch :.00 north of . .t hens , Here s i :::;n 1
st :!:'e n~:th v ,. s ~oo '::' _. l1< j th~! c ou Ld c ontanu e cove r-Lng the 5:JJUe tr.di'ic
us in .-fF.i. c ~ ',rith li t t l e not Lcc .rb Le ili.: 'i'c:.'cnces. Cover .rge of .d rcr..f -;;
re::.o~'ti nL ne t c ::' n . ';:'lY':'C:' CC:1S t i t.u t ed ..n iJ.l2.)Ort :':'llt s t ep tov,.•r-ds the s ub
c e r.:~eat hi ~ ce ve Lo-c .errt o;' :.i r c r __ ~-' -: tr,··lcl:i:-;.....: tech. ':" (~e.

• .:f' te ~' -:ile c oncu ee t of Cr et e , \l; len the :~. !" i .i. ~cerkol'9s v ,.s n oved to
the Ls L ....: , ::. t s :..;=..: CQ..:!.I.' lV c o ..:!.Lru e cl the::.• ':'hi s CO.'!?'-'l\, s?eci3.lized
i :; m.r-:::;:"c l ' tra f': ·ic. '_',',e ._~l1ti 'bJ of ' enery r _Uio tr::. : 'fic increa s e d
50 r 3.1Ji (:'],j· ::' n t he ...:;(li t e ::'T .r.e .in ..r-ea tl l'lt thi s c a.::p.:lJV :1.0 Longer- h.id
~ r e-"l.s or. ~ o be i r'..t2.e!Je nu e l ;; , .s t he r e ';",..f.:. tO G :.::.: c h :"o~: i t to hand Le
·;,-.i;;h its v ..-:. z-e s ourcea, '_:. r e f'oi -e , I p er-suade t ile Gp.ie of the ~ner~ :1.

3t aff 0:' t ie :::'li e Ler kor:'s -:0 pu t thi ::; CCI.;.::-' .•:t' ur.de r- l .~· oper..:.ti or...
cor.t.'ol ':'n -:he Lrrcer-es t 0 :' be t t e r ce-or'Ji n·_t ion. '.L' hi s 'ir.,s ver;/ :- L con
trarJ t o -::._ ue s i.r-ea of -:he !:or:)s -.- 2 who :l.....d. UIJ to that ti:~.e s e c t hi s
ca~.J~ l1r- ,.s ·..:. )1 exhibi tior. :? ':' ~c e . Fu r-thermore this oper.J.tioi:<ll subordin
a t i or. vr:..s 0::1:,.' ., h<::.l1\ f...j ' :..e_~·..l re , r 'or- b ei n L: under- the ,.<lui . str:..tive
c or.t r o1 of '" r~ .:;L ,ent:.:.l 0::- b .. t -:; ,"li on CO.; ._ana.e r who waa ~ to-.;&l str:in~r

to the ~IS, it fl;- ": s t i J l :;le l:t-,! of 2"0 ':: .. in uhier. to .xe r-c i.s e i t s in
' e::>e n:::'e r;.ee of ; y c orrtr-o.L , .her, :... '.;e!" ::: Le c .c..e b u t t a ':'on c o:::. .JJ1::e r tV
:~::' r ::; t '~ . ,:; :: v ..S -: <.oct «L ..i ,u s ;;r_;;i '/ e con t r ol of t 'le c CC?aJ1.' , -_:'te l'
·f rjo..ic h , th~ru :.. -: 0 -: : e l l. rE,:e r f r ~ .e ·. ;or~: of ·..;hi c h i t vt - 3 _ _ .r-t , it .. rned
w t s :Jle rJ.w ,,:, ;or ::.

::=ll t hc _:-:-: . .~ of 19~ , t he ·.; !1::.. - ~ t <.: lle in .e r-Li.n or e . ' :...e to n
li"ison t e _ of f ou r 0 2" :'ive or: .. ;; , :~ l~' s ts t o the I t li .r...JJ:ir.l1t'

::" n _ooe . f.~: ':" ~ -:e ...._ ~.i~ t o ill~-:.. ~ . e _ -::.. . "' : of
fo" :l .].lre :: e . .e:s..... ~.:e s • •' ::-0 .. -.:: . :-'.r[;it I :.li s t l s -;; . .... -; .:_ ~ . .t e1"!Jri ::e

:...r2 -..- . : .. : ... ... ; ; '":. .:.. . . __ -':" : ... t. .i t l"Cl ":: .. ...-= .... ~ ... "~he refor- t:; : _~ . ...J e :":" ~ub-

:.-:' t :.e C- ~o -:he : : .:...:.. . -5 or.l ... ' -:..hL ._0::: -: ..O_~ t~l :e~ .., -!e Ot,l :i..:.;:e w .. .. ch
:lo t h.i ::{.; co j 'l "Le "_ :.i~ : .c... .. ~-.. -. ". '. r:":' "...,::'"ol:..,ht ..ilO..... -: ... :.~_ -.
...; -: c ... c:'" c C_:J: _.. ..-;_ ~i1t.: t . l..:.. . .. . ~ .:. ....~ . : _l no vr .~ roe.... t :.n t in

: : ~-! : ' .!. !I _ .". -.:h(; c~-; _· ·~O co::'l . .., _ . -:_ '::' " il ~i .e ::: t ..c li .. .... ; ..... _ 1 I n t e l 
L_.: .l:t _~!"':''; '': :;'.1 .:'; ': . .s . -'- :'u: '.~ _ _ •.o.:.; t J..: '. l'r "';'s i l l o.:,p :; 0 t h "
~ i~ ...; : . ...... t,:"-/.: -. 1.0 . '"i :: 0 :'" lot . :: ..- '- _ . ",- :' 0 ' ''; . .. -.: :: . :-- - ::i tl·...11: .:..C
-. ; ..:: (; CJ• .. ...:.... .c_ ~ "-.A . .. .. .. - _ • • r ~_ • .- _ e".: _ e(~...;. ....;.:..c-' ••(_ c ... :-. .:;': U"' e:; . I..' lie

: r. .. 1.:. . .. o.J ~ _ . _ .... _I.~ .._: L ~ .. .;(.; - __-F~ "... ' .. - .. II tt~ _ -: .: e . _i ..c ':'.." r - . 0

Co~h.boJ" . ~::' on \Ii th
It ..Ii ~ r. -: : S .

~er~ti on~l oon
ti-ol of 9./ 40 i ll
Crete.
Fi r s t h .Lf' 19l,.2
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.. c r.

r '

·: c '. · r .

co

" : :- :"'t '"_"~ .._ _..
. . ' e: :- .0. _. ~ _ .

·. f _! ·. . .i. ~ l ..... =; :.. · ~..,..' ( · l :~ , . •~: : -.:: :. . (;_·: ·'C ".i -:f;

i .o..... I c oulcl c :'lrry out the pl .a closest to ; .~ hear-t , n":": :le :~ ' b :--.i.. nLi ne
intcrcel'tion, t:::-,lffic 1J.;~lysi ::; ;.nd. :),/:.

, IJlottin: to.;;ether in one r oan,
pr oviU::.n: i: 'ne di.:..te c crrtic t J ct'.-ree;l the re sponsible ev d.ua t or-a .nd t e
c)er_"'~or::; on t he ccts , tllC bette:' t o cxpe dato f' L..ah re~ ort3 • .. t fi r s t
the ev·11.: ,~tors ;.:et ti'J.s Lnnov.rta on "..i t h Uist r us t , but v er-e won over to
t he ne:.... : r r :..n::c...errt "oJ" nUbZe (~l ':: l .t cucccaces •

It "I{ , -S C u. 'l)l e,..errteu "oJ .• ·v.•s e l::.21e \lhi.ci: I cst~.blisile ": usin,.: the u/F
::; t;.;.t:.i..Ol:S in Ccnc t .inz . , .•theus, _n(~ 0 _-';; ' n::. .. • I n this YTd.:J it "I(' . S pos
::;i ble to si ve f. ~irlJ -cc<.lr-te f'i :;.:es.

. '.

,. not..o l e illC l' t: ,.~ c i ll our in'.;clli ",:c llc e rut:mt I'r.:s 1;:'Ot~:..:llt .10OUt
·\·...hen vte c ucc ec ue .; in c..CCi;.)Llt3 r ..l IlL . ..lli e c" ::: i ~..::::. .l .'-i r c r :..ft .. :..:.:cr...i n :.; rc
!)cr t ::i ... ~ ~ ".; C :" ::" ..8 J";:1G~ C of tile .. J. rc~ . :.' ~ !-~CL)CJ ;' '' ''~ :' ~ :~ :;c:-"vlc e . ~:r de lib
cr:. tel.:." ~ c ~~.:inl.~ ou; : a ..r; _-:1. .::c ~ vr':'t iri.n r...-l"lGc 0-: these r" :.~ ..._:; .:C cr.....cked
t:l.eir co -:. ., ,. ; Ln a fe"a <lays. Ev e:.luLl.tion of tra.ffic frw aircr-d-ft
reportinc .ind :, _ ~:; uni ts xtcs: ver-J useful fa:' f'Lash r-epor-ta r.nd fl:~sh

,·tL- . :' ": ~': !1GZ . I..l n _ "l·~ : ~~ t o t l lC ~ C~ , :: (__~U~TC !:.t :) i. c t~· '"· O~l . . J..: Co •• :. . ~: ::":.'Cr ,lft
~ . ~r;ve;. :c:~t~ ".r '. ~.J " 1. ,,-_ ..: ~ :: ~.. h-~ l-_ · ~ _ . '_l :-.~~ _ CCJr: :.'"l~. I~ ..... :. .L~ "'.i -: t ::-· _ : lS _·~ :" "" of v:hi h
l : : ~· c :.': .. ~ ~::.. c ' : . i . _ I . i, t.r~r" C~ , i. ~ > .r ' { : ..; ~_.. .

. .. .L .:, y.' r ...._ "" ~ . J-:. ...J

. .lliecJ. :'.:':: ~~0 tS

Sprin;:.. 19-+2

nr:Lllr;in.: r:..'oc:..,~ther

of Intercepti on and
:C:v'.lua tion
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-r,

i ntercept CCEII_:>AJ:rf
, of t he evnluat io c

One of the most serious faults of the German llidl CaII:land -
Genera l 1arti ni' was the very incarna',ion of this f ault - t t men
who had m..sde th . elves r>opular for one reason or anot her , and he ld an
important position, were a Ila; ed to ain there l one fier their
erosive influence, and even dDYmri ::;ht danger-ous propensi t i e s , be-
cone proverbial. \.bil e GOri n on the one lund annoam d the prin-
cir>le th:.t he would suffer no h: t t alion cccnnandera . t h r:re'J 1' ,

.arti ni on the other, had no use for one ho Yla n c ; his 0I'Il1 or
older. -Jhen &.l1Y0ne tried to call his a t t enti on t o t he t ec hnical or
tu.ctica.l incapacity of th se old men, he would l "uy s una IeI' : " I
to thrOI'l Lff old of f icers out on the street?"

Bec au se of these tr-fing CircuI:1Bt ncea , aJ¥l a hangove r fran
\'linter iIlnes:J hi.c h \" not C}l.i t e cured, I dec i ded on the advice 0

the c a :xpc.oyV ueUic,~l officer to take an crtend.ed le vee ..ilreaqy .
pec.r.ce-t iI:le I had bouzht a piece of prope!'t',f rlt3ar . c h where
..ble to tal:e a f e I vreeks r est. 7h:1c <.L3 the fi t, - una. l.:lat - ve
I vra.s to have f or t he whole \'13r.

activated at that time sat around doing nothing for six ontha, "be-
cause neither the Ca:lp3JlY c nder nor the ~ttalion ca::rnander knew
enroe}1 to put them to work.

ti ot So t he re not '
tiem- , Purther peri od between t he s

trueti on of tinued to live f or tlti.
hie Ina l lat - be e ted . .

r 1942 - ....t tainil re
:.rJ 1943

LO\'{ ebb of the SIS
i n the 'e . terrane-

First ancl last
leave taken durinE
this war
iuc:;us t 1942

Sec ond If' 1942

Criticism ot
Gener a l {ar t i ni


